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. NN — He said. Jethro had not yet met Moses; he said
to him through a messenger that if Moses did not care to
greet hinyjpersonally, he should certainly come for the'sake

| .exopus

5 Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, camé to Moses with his sons and wife, to the Wilderness

where he was encamped, by the Mountain of Godl8 He said to Moses, “l, your father-in-law of his wife and children (Rashi). As is clear from the
Jethro, have come to you, with your wife and her two sons with her,"” succeeding verse;s, howev?l_r;‘ M;Jv\ses sl:iowed .iet:xrg t:]h;: 1
7 5 x . . highest degree of respect. Thus Moses demonstrate:
Moses 'wen.t out to meet his fa’ther-in-law, and he prostrated himself and kissed him, se?f_ime,est is not the reason for honoring others, for at this
and each inquired about the other's well-being; then they came to the tent. 8 Moses told point in their lives, there was nothing that Moses needed )
- - from Jethro.

his father-in-law everything that HASHEM had done to Pharaoh and Equpt for Israel’s sake — all -5+ ™ XM — Moses went out, Jethro received enafinous

i 4 p honor. When Moses went to greet him, surely Aaron, Nadav,
the vapal st hatl befler theltipirthe way — and that HASHEM had rescued them. and Avihu went along. If these leaders went, surely they were

9 Jethro rejoiced over all the good that HASHEM had done for Israel, that He had rescued it escorted by the entire nation. Moses attempted to bring
from Egypt. *° Jethro said, “Blessed is HASHEM, Who has rescued you from the hand of Egypt
and from the hand of Pharaoh, Who has rescued the people from under the hand of EGUDE! Yot cee - -
! Now I know that HASHEM is the greatest of all the gods, for in the very matter in which [the jz.hmn;',ﬁ n79.~ An eleuation.offefing and feastofferings:
@'gyptians] had conspired against them ... !'élethro, the father-in-law of Moses took an e eed S guae D udh e imation and m

- : mersion, and the dignitaries of Israel joined him in a festive
elevation-offering and feast-offerings for God; and Aaron and all the elders of Israel came to eat meal to celebrate the event (Ramban). An elevation-offering,
bread with the father-in-law of Moses before God, . o which is burnt in its entirety on the altar, is offered by all new
- L i converts, and the feast-offerings were expressions of grati-
" ! ! tude to God for having allowed him to enter under the wings
e —— ID YU = of the Divine Presence (Malbim). He brought only one eleva-
—— /NN a3 RY 03 KXY NN PR BN - PO OIRT e 9 ;ion-offetﬁng, as(;lg vyast ;equ;redlto do, b:t mi\ny feast-gffzr-
ings — the word is in the plural —
nmwn DIxb wr P 1b ke XDw yan RYR 737 yan ntw bwat R elgers that he wanted then!x’ to be hitsogie:; ina::: ca:lebtr:
. yanb tion. e
4 e o

" R’ Bachya compares this festive meal to that of Isaac be- '/ ’

fore he cogweyeda?le Patriarchal blessings to Jacob. A hu- C; { 75 & D 37 ,.[/ D \O’ [ 3

man being is composed of body and soul, and the well-being & b
of one affects the other. When the body is at peace and ‘ﬂn‘ W 1‘1°n .:
enjoys such pleasures as good food or music, it is more
receptive to gpiritual stimuli. Thus, one factor in Isaac’s spir-
ritual elevation was the enjoyment of a meal that his son
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prepared as a demonstration of filial devotion. Here, too, )
g Y Jethro's entry into the Chosen People was celebrated with a
festive meal, which brought all the participants to a height- 1D TON N'WD ANK1 1D 90 19 *R20D TIND 111 110 102 1R 2 7180 mRMe
ened awareness of God. (1,10 & 20W) IVISH PIRD ON2D1 AW 11 D
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The Gemara (Sanhedrin 94a) says that it was a disgrace for Moshe and the
Jews that they did not give words of praise until Yisro came and said,
“Blessed is Hashem.” This seems difficult to understand, since it is inconceiv-
able that Moshe and the nation would not have praised Hashem for all the
miracles they experienced. Moreover, the Torah itself quotes the shirah that
they sang after Krias Yam Suf. .

Yisro did not praise Hashem for personal benefits that Hashem bestowed 12 /7Y NDIN3 1395 72503 591 n25 ,nwm Ny
on him, but rather for benefits to others, i.e. the Jews who had received benefits "™ IRV NIy 1) ,XimaN) 573 199X KXY Nun XY
from Him. The claim against the nation was that until Yisro came they had | EE ROED) P Yo

nyp 299499 Y n994

NN PR ONY TNUN 123 RY 3993 NS DN PR DNV
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only praised Hashem for their own personal salvation, and he taught them that Al EE R
we should also praise Him for the salvation of others as much as we do for our 2NN PYTA50 NIY WIND 1IN 09D _IBNYY a5 s YT 0o

own salvation. i
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sent him the following message: “In the name of your two children, I swear
that I will not enter the camp unless you come out to greet me and receive
me with kindliness,” Moshe immediately greeted his father-in-law and received him
kindly. ;
Commentaries wonder why Yisro felt the need for Moshe to honor him. The
gaon Rav Michoel Forschlager, a disciple of the Avnei Nezer, who served as a rav in
Baltimore, once shared the following insightful explanation with me:

W |
T anna D'vei Elizahur (ch. 5) relates that before Yisro approached Moshe, he

A person's sins create a ngnwn o1, a force of impurity, which accompanies him
wherever he goes. But when this sinner receives honor from a G-dly person, a servant
of Hashem who is dedicated to holiness, these forces of impurity become frightened
and flee. (Rav Forschlager added that this is one of the reasons for the mitzvah
of kavod hameis, honoring any deceased person, even one who was unworthy of
honor during his lifetime. This is so, in order to eliminate the forces of tumah that
were created as a result of the person’s sins.) Yisro, who had practiced every form of

idolatry, undoubtedly was accompanied by multitudes of impure forces. He could

not have entered the holy camp of Israel with these impure forces accompanying
*him. Yisro therefore asked Moshe to honor him, so that these impure forces would
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Rashi cites the Talmud (Zevachim 116a): What did Yisro hear to RRenRnY T!}"u J

i ioin the Jewish people? The miracle of the ) .
mf‘,ls(:in};“gf ct%?eR:i JSo;: and the warpwifh Amalek 9 NNNY RY I N2 T0PNIY 43N NIYR KT RIYI93 YN 1Y 19man S o
Ccr .

What was unique about what Yisro heard, didn’t all the other 103 - INNann ,NMNA MINM MYD 3 % 0027 MBPH2 1Y 09N NMAY N30 YpIp
surrounding nations hear about this also? The answer is, said 22 INYY, PN NPA HY IMINI MK HIPN YN MANINM JOP PY9IN - YA BoWa P
Rabbi Yehuda Leib Chasman, that they heard and remained the 13PN 1PT3Y , 051 973 Y 79 1107 T TITA NV 1I0R 1173 RYPI 2950 IR A5
same. Yisro, however, didn’t merely hear, he took action. Others 03 Yhaw) 13 902 131 .13 JRY2 1T P2 A9YID 1V - DY INNAN j0p )
were moved and inspired for a few moments but stayed where they
were. Yisro picked himself up and changed his life. (Ohr Yohail,

vol.2, Vayakhail, p.139)
A~ Everyone has moments of inspiration. The difference between a $.15 YIBRY PI2 WAWOY 23900 199N V) APAY 071130 NHINN I

great person and an ordinary person is that the great person acts 1R [nam it \T0Y’ 170 MPR-1YI0N NIANA AN - (-0 M) AIPYN 1180 YN
upon his inspirations. When you obtain an important awareness, -JOnR I DX Y Y03 189 .“onb Yaxn X 19 N1 NN
let it move you to actual changes in your life. i
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tity. These include, drinking the cup of Havdalah and of bris milah,
and the banquet in honor of kiddush hachodesh, sanctifying the new
moon, which the Yerushalmi mentions used to take place in the Beis
. HaK’nesses. What then is the difference between a Shabbos seudah
lwhich cannot be held in a Beis HaK’nesses, despite the fact that it is

a mitzvah to eat it, and these other types of seudah that are permis-
sible? In other words, why is seudas Shabbos not considered a seudas

mitzvah if it is indeed a mitzvah to eat it2

JThe answer hinges on the understanding that not every act may

be performed in Shul simply by virtue of it being a mitzvah. There
are many mitzvos the nature of which require them to be performed
outside the Beis HaK’nesses. The sanctity of the Shul precludes the
performance of certain actions even if they are Torah-ordained mitz-
vos. For example, a Shul may not be used to fulfill the mitzvah of kisui
hadam, covering the blood, since it is clearly inappropriate to slaughter
animals in a house of prayer. Likewise, though the seudas Shabbos
is eaten in fulfillment of a mitzvah, this too may not take place in a

/~Jhul, for eating is far too physical an act to be performed for its own
sake in a structure focused on the sublime.

In contrast, the other seudos which may be held in the Shul, are
P mitzvah celebrations. The meal served in honor of kiddush hachodesh
’7 or bris milah, is a seudah shel mitzvah, which means a celebration of g
C the fulfillment of a mitzvah. A seudas mitzvah does not mean there
is a mitzvah-to eat. Rather, it is a means of demonstrating chavivus
nd kavod, love and honor for a mitzvah. The seudah makes the
performance of the mitzvah a happy, joyous occasion. It is an act of
celebration, that shows the esteem in which we hold the fulfillment
of that particular mitzvah. There is no essential requirement to enjoy
good food and drink. Were there a different way to show our apprecia-
tion for the mitzvah, then it would not be necessary to partake of food
and drink at all. Since we are physical beings, however, we celebrate
special events through an appropriate medium, and that is by eating a
festive meal; in this way we highlight the importance of the mitzvah.
'I&xus, it is possible to hold a seudas mitzvah in a Beis HaK’nesses,
because the purpose lies not in the eating, even if the eating would

dtself be a mitzvah, but rather in being the vehicle through which
we show the importance of the Torah and its mitzvos in our lives.
Showing honor and appreciation for a mitzvah is compatible with
the sanctity of the Beis HaK’nesses. i

This, perhaps, is the reason why the possuk tells us, “And Aharon
and all the elders of Yisroel came to eat bread with Moshe’s father-in-law
in the Presence of God.” Here, the Torah describes for us the seudas

€ mitzvah that was made for Yisro in' celebration of his embracing the 3

precepts of the Torah by saying, “Now I know that Hashem is greater
than all the gods.” The sanctity of this event was such that it could be
celebrated “0°12X0 0% — in the Presence of God?”
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The secret of eating as connection manifests in other
ways too. It is remarkable that when people eat together
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there is a special sense of togetherness. Why is it that a
unique awareness of connection between people forms
around the seemingly mundane and earthy experience of
eating? The depth here is exactly the idea we have been
studying — eating is intrinsically a function of connection,
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and when it is done in company a unique experience of
human connection can be generated. In halacha this is
reflected in the laws of bentching — grace after meals: when
three or more eat together, a special introduction is added.
And when ten or more eat together, the Divine Name is
mentioned in the mezuman. The level of connection achieved
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